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A SHORT 


R EVI E W 


OF THE 


QUICksSILVER CONTROVERSY. 
In a LETTER to 
Dr. DovR, Oc. 
SIR, 


S you at ſeyeral Times conveyed to 
A me the following Treatiſes for and 
A: againſt the Uſe of Crude Mercury, 


VIE. Mr. Belloſte, your own Legacy, firſt and 


laſt Edition, a Treati/e on Mercury, the Anu. 
tidote, the Encomium Argent: vivi, and 


Dr. Turner's late Book, intitled, The Au- 
| tent Fin s Legacy iert ly ſure 
B vey'd ; ; 


(2) 


vey d; Iwill now ſhew you, that I have read 


them, with ſuch an Attention, as is given by 


one who thinks himſelf, and all Mankind 
concerned in the Iſſue of the Debate, by 
fending you ſome Memorandums which 1 


have collected from the Peruſal of them. 


I do not inſert Mr. Bradley's with a pom- 
pous Title, becauſe I think his is altogether 
perſonal, and may therefore be left to enjoy 
in quiet a Place in ſome ** s Li- 
brary. 


If I plead Want of Knowledge in Phy- 
fick, as an Excuſe for the Inſufficiency of 
my Remarks on a Phyſical Controverſy, you 
may reply, Why do you then trouble 'me 
with ſuch Trifles? I have no Apology to 
make for this, but what all Champions for 
Truth lay hold of, a great Concern for the 
public Good; and am not I as well entitled 
to that as Dr. Turner, Belloſte, Treatiſe on 
Mercury, Antidote, Encomium, Bradley, or 

even 


tiſe of Mr, Belloſte: It has been criticiſed by 


T3) 


even yourſelf? You muft howeyer acgept 


of this, or ſtop here; for I have no other 
ready, and I am reſolved not to nn this 
hot Weather. br 


This being premiſed, it will not ſtem 
ſtrange that I have little to offer from that 
ſo famous, ingenious, and well-meant Trea- 


able Men on both Sides; therefore I will 


not be ſo yain as to ſay any Thing but of 
the Author. He was well known abroad a 


long Time ſince, and his Character, ypon a 
very ſtrict Inquiſition, made by a Gentle- 


man here of Figure and Rank, about two 


or three Years ago, comes confirmed for a 
Man of undoubted Veracity and Candor; 


and that he was univerſally admjred as an 
excellent Artiſt in his principal Practice, Sur- 


gery : From whence I obſerve, the Truth of 


his Facts quoted to be inconteſtable; and 
from them again, that the wonderful. Virtues 
of Crude Mercury are not to be denied. No 


B 2 Argument 
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Argumeiit can long ſubſiſt againſt poſitive 
Facts: Art and hard Words may puzzle and 
cloud the Matter in diſpute, and may poſ- 
ſibly for ſome Time ſupport Doubts, aſſiſted 
by common Prejudices and natural Fears ; 
But ſcurrilous Language is, with ſenſible 
Men, juſtly looked upon as the laſt conyul- 
five Effort of Diſappointment ; to borrow 
ſome learned Terms, ſtrong Symptoms of the 
Abſence of Reaſon, Prognoſticks, or rather 
Diagnoſticks of a Raby. Thus then ſtands 
the Diſpute between Bellofle and Dr. Tur- 
ner, (of whom I muſt occaſionally take no- 
tice with others promiſcuouſly,) in ſuch Pla- 
ces where they are by. him attack d. The 
former gives us a plain hiſtorical Account af 
Facts ariſing from his. own Practice, and ſome 
Reaſonings thereon, which he modeſtly in- 
troduces as pure Amuſement; and concludes 
with offering his Medicine to the Publick 
under a Veil, becauſe his Circumſtances, 
through Misfortunes, were ſuch, as to leave 
his Family little elſe of Value. The latter, 
Dr. 
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Dr. Turner, takes Occaſion from hence, in 
his Syphilis, to treat him as a Quack and Se- 
cret-Monger, neglecting the Facts, and ridi- 
culing his Philoſophy; ſaying, That though 
at one Time he thought him honeſt, he now 
alters his Opinion of the Man, and of his 
Medicine, X 


The Author of the Eacomium handſome- 
ly remarks this haſty Alteration. Where- 
upon Dr. Turner, in his late Book againſt 
you, Pag. 150, and 157. lays, by way of 
Reply, He never found fault with his 
Medicine, (may it not be ſaid, he cats 
his Words; ) and in the ſame Page, and 
in Page 162. That he never once diſputed 
his Facts; a Conceſſion as great as we want. 
In Page 166. he is againſt granting Mr, Bel- 
Loſfe any Preliminaries upon Truſt, in at- 
tempting to account for the Operation of 
Crude Mercury in ſuch a Manner, as to take 
away Fears of its being hurtful, If this be 
to be ſtrictly obſerved, he ought himſelf to 

have 
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(65) 
have forbore accounting for its Operation, in 
ſuch a Manner, as to raiſe Fears of its being 
extremely hurtful, till he has, by Virtue of 
Mr. Bradley's Ordination, been inſpired with 
thoſe ſure Rules that may direct him to lay 
down indiſputable Preliminaries, in ſhewing 
the Progreſs of all Medicines in Practice. 


Poor Dr. Wadeſworth is gone; otherwiſe, 
he might have informed our very learned 
Doctor of the beſt and ſureſt Method, (were 
it to be executed,) I ever yet heard of, 
whereby to attain the true Knowledge of a 
Patient's Diſeaſe, and the Progreſs of Medi- 
cines; which he had from no Fool; and 
therefore I will give it you as it hap- 
pened. | 5 


The Doctor, and ſome Friend of his, 
walking once in Bedlam, was civilly ac- 
coſted by one of the Inhabitants, who have 
the Liberty of walking the Gallery, and by 
him asked what Profeſſion he was of in the 
a World. 
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World. The Doctor reply'd, a Phyſician, 
Whereupon the Man immediately deſired to, 
know, if he might have another Eye, in 
what Part of his Body he would chuſe to 
place it: Which had the Appearance of be- 
ing a ſudden Start from the Point in hand, 
not unuſual to ſuch People. However, the 
Doctor, to humour him, ſaid, The two on his 
Face ſerved his Purpoſe well enough before; 
he would therefore have it placed behind 
him. The other, in great Contempt of his 
weak Choice, told him, it would anſwer his 
Purpoſes, as a Phyſician, much better to have it 
fixed at the extreme End of his middle longeſt 
Finger; by help whereof, when called to a 
Patient, he might, by putting that Finger 
into the Auus, diſcover the Situation of the 
Malady; concluding, that for want of ſuch 
an Help, they were miſerably in the Dark. 
Deat Doctor, you will, I dare ſay, pardon 
me for falling in with the Whim of this Man, 
and ſay ing it is a very dark Trade. In re- 
turn, you and all the reſt have full Liberty 
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(8) 
to liken me to him in all other Reſpects, ex- 


cept the Confinement, and the Diſcipline of 
Cure. 


To conclude with Mr. Bellofte ; however 
blameable he may be thought for concealing 
the Compoſition of a good Medicine, purely 
with a lucrative View, tis to this Arcanum 
we are indebted for a Diſcovery of others of 
the like Efficacy. It has raiſed a Spirit of 
Emulation even in our deep learned Doctor; 
who, to lower its Value and Eſteem, pub- 
liſhes a Pill of his own, as he ſays, far pre- 
ferrable; telling us, in Page 179, he will 
make no other Apology for his Alteration of 
Opinion, relating to Quickſfilyer Pills; and that 
he can have no better, than that Experience 
has ſince enlarged his Knowledge: Tho' 
he can give no better a Reaſon, he might 
have given another, which, in Pag. 176, and 
178. ſeemed to be the moſt prevailing one, 
Vis. That the Quacks may not drive him 
out of the Trade. 


My 
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My Remark hereon is, That while theſe 
Noſtrums were little known, Salivation was 


univerſally preferred by Practitioners, as 


bringing more Griſt to the Mill; but ſince 
others will under- work, the Price muſt fink, 
and with it that ſevere Treatment; which, 
when unneceſſary, was inhumanly cruel; 


thus humanis faucibus ludere; 1o that Peo- 


ple in all Stages of Life are obliged to this 
good Man: The Young, who run them- 
ſelves into Miſeries ; and the old Chronicks, 
who owe their Complaints to younger Days, 
or to a bad Conſtitution. +. 


The next that offers in Point of T ime, is 
your Legacy Which, as it treats of the 
various Diſtempers incident to human Bodies 
with their proper Remedies, is too large a Field 
for me to go through: I am no proper 


Judge of it; thoſe who are, may give their 


Opinions. But as a Mercurialift, and one 


| Who has receiyed great Benefit from your 


C Ad vice, 
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to liken me to him in all other Reſpects, ex- 


cept the Confinement, and the Diſcipline of 
Cure. | 


To conclude with Mr. Belloſte; however 
blameable he may be thought for concealing 
the Compoſition of a good Medicine, purely 
with a lucrative View, tis to this Arcanum 
we are indebted for a Diſcoyery of others of 
the like Efficacy. It has raiſed a Spirit of 
Emulation even in our deep learned Doctor; 
who, to lower its Value and Eſteem, pub- 
liſnes a Pill of his own, as he ſays, far pre- 
ferrable; telling us, in Page 179, he will 
make no other Apology for his Alteration of 
Opinion, relating to Quickſilyer Pills; and that 
he can have no better, than that Experience 
has ſince enlarged his Knowledge: Tho' 
he can give no better a Reaſon, he might 
have given another, which, in Pag. 176, and 
178. ſeemed to be the moſt prevailing one, 
Vis. That the Quacks may not drive him 
out of the Trade. 


My 
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My Remark hereon 1s, That while thefe 
Noſtrums were little known, Salivation was 


univerſally preferred by Practitioners, as 


bringing more Griſt to the Mill; but ſince 


others will under- work, the Price muſt fink, 


and with it that ſevere Treatment; which, 
when unneceſſary, was inhumanly cruel ; 


thus humanis faucibus ludere; fo that Peo- 


ple in all Stages of Life are obliged to this 
good Man: The Voung, who run them- 
ſelves into Miſeries; and the old Chronicks, 
who owe their Complaints to younger Days, 
or to a bad Conſtitution. 


The next that offers in Point of Time, is 
your Legacy : Which, as it treats of the 
various Diſtempers incident to human Bodies 
with their proper Remedics, is too large a Field 
for me to go through: I am no proper 
Judge of it; thoſe who are, may give their 
Opinions. But as a Merxcurialiſt, and one 
who has received great Benefit from your 

| C Ad vice, 
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Advice, I cannot, without Ingratitude, re- 
frain from joining with many others in 
thanking you for introdueing, and, in a 
manner, forcing into Practice that great good 
Remedy, Quickſilver. That you have drawn 
upon yourſelf Enemies upon this Account, 
is manifeſt, by the Treatment of your Op- 
ponents : Your Friends, therefore, upon this 
Occaſion, ſhould give their Aſſiſtance, and 
exert themſel ves in your Defence, eſpecially, 
as it is at the ſame Time doing Seryice to 
the Publick in a very ſenſible Point. 


Though J cannot enter into the Merits of 
your Book, and what is faid againſt it, I 
will here give you a Remark, or two, I have 
made on your Ad verſaries; ſuch as may be 
made without Knowledge in Phyſick, or 
much Literature. The principal of them, 
I take to be Dr. Turner He follows the Ex- 
ample of his Friend Bradley, who delighted 
himſelf in the witty Conceit of calling you 
Captain, and bantering. your martial Ex- 
. | ploits ; 
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ploits : But notwithſtanding theſe Wags, it 
will not ſurely hurt your Character to be li- 
terally tam Marte quam Mercurio. The 
Surgeon only let go a Piece of Wit, which 
was like to have burſt him: But the Do@or 
vents his Spleen, when he repreſents your 
Expedition into the South. Seas, in queſt of 
your Country's Enemies, in the odious Light 
of a Pyrate; and when he takes Occaſion, 
in Page 64. from your not expreſſing your- 
ſelf in a Surgeon's proper Terms of Art, to 
compare you to an Executioner, it may, I 
believe, be made appear that he has, with 
more Juſtice, in Page 247. compared him- 
ſelf to the Newgate Confeſſor, leaving out 
the Exception he makes of turning the Pen- 
ny, becauſe both ſell their Memoirs, and 
inſtead thereof place this Difference ; The 
one gives to his Lambs Ad vice gratis; the 
other, I preſume, is in a Rank to expe 


Gold. 
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C 2 He 


Shes, 


He ſeems to want Subject, "whin he de- 
ſends to low Criticiſm : He has found out, 
that i in your Book there is the Letter h left 
out in Phthiſer, which may haye been an 
Omiſſion of the Preſs; and finds fault, more 
than once, that in your Titles the Bene N- 
fa do proceed the Magis Ignota; which, 
ſays he, is not common. Nor is it, I believe, 
common with the Phyſicians to write with 
your Intent, to be underſtood by common 
Capacities, which led you naturally to men- 
tion firſt the Terms known to the Readers 
you addreſſed yourſelf to; and then to pay 
your Compliments to your learned Brethren 
in Latin and en Terms. 


However great his Want of Subject was, 
his Want of Temper i is much more conſpi- 
cuous, in Page 103. where he ſays, You had 
your Recipe from the Devil, or ſome Spirit 
as malevolent to the Good of Mankind, who 
put it into your Head. g I think your Friend 


a 
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at Tork, with a hard Name, comes out a 


| Prophet. 


As Belloſte is a Secret-Monger, you are 
a Miracle-Monger; and when you want a 
Miracle, you are ſent to one *Squire Balam 
to give you a Letter in its Place. The Sur- 
geon ſays, (roughly enough indeed, ) that 
you have an incurable Itch in your Tongue. 
T he Doctor ſays, Page 122. that you are a 
Gaſconnade, a Mountebank, Sham- Doctor, a 
meer Forc'd Phyſician; alluding, I ſuppoſe, 
to Molieres Medicine Malgre lui. Thus 
they play the Game into one be 
Hands. Prithee, ſince he is ſo fond of Ms - 
liere, ſend him to the Malade imaginaire, 
where an arch Servant Wench, in the Pre- 
ſence of her Maſter, who fancied himſelf 
ſick, and was violently prepoſſeſſed in fa- 


your of Phyſicians, laughs at all ſuch who 


expect a Cure from their Advice, laying, 
That their Buſineſs is to receive Fees ; and 
that the Patients mult cure themſelyes. How 

= the 
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the Doctor verifies Moliere's Reflection, may 
be ſeen Page 237. where he does not agree 
to have Crude Mercury admitted into Medi- 
cal Preſcription, nor yet that People ſhould 
take it without conſulting the Phyſician, 
who, though he will not order it, may con- 
ſent to the Patient's taking it? Pray what 
is the Meaning of this Advice, to con- 
ſult the Phyſician more than to pay the Fees ? 
and of his Conſent to their taking crude 
Mercury, without ordering it, but that he 
will not, or cannot, hinder them from curing 
themſelves ? 


Though he is fo diſturbed at you, for be- 
ing a wonderful wonder-working Man, when- 
ever it is to ſerve his partial Views, no Mi- 
racle is too hard for Belief; and he recites 
one, in my Opinton much greater than you 
ever pretended, from his Friend Bradley, of 
a Perſon taking an Ounce of Quickſilver dai- 
ly for nine Months together, and ſaying the 


whole Quantity within an Ounce and half. 
| | The 
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The Gentleman, T preſume, that whole 


"Time was kept in a Bladder. But this is 


not too hard, when it is to ſerve as an In- 


ſtance, that Crude Mercury will do no 
Good, 


The Treatiſe on Mercury comes next in 
order ; which, it ſeems, with you in London, 
was ſome Time thought to be wrote by Dr. 
Turner. He, I find, diſclaims it; but look- 
ing upon the Author as an Ally in the Com- 
bination againſt Crude Mercury, calls him a 


well-meaning Man, giving Cautions to the 
unwary Multitude. 


The Gentleman, very poſſibly, might mean 
well; but his Cauſe was ſo weak, or elſe ſo 
flightly defended, that it encouraged one to 
enter the Liſts againft him, who, it plainly 
appears, knew as little as myſelf of Phy ſick, 
but was well acquainted with the good Suc- 
ceſs of Crude Mercury in his own Malady, 
and ſome others, and was well diſpoſed to 
| ſpread 


(16) 
ſpread the Uſe of it. I found nothing; in 
this Book to our Purpoſe, that had not been 
remarked by the Antidote; 


To which I next proceed; and ſhall have 
as little to obſerve upon that. The Deſign 
appears to me very commendable: Some 
think he treats the Subject in too ludicrous a 
Manner; but no one, except Dr. Turner, I 
believe, thinks him angry. I have heard 
that the Author is generally known; and 
that he denies it not to any of his Acquain- 
tance. If it be the Perſon named to me, I 
am ſure he is generally diſpoſed to be mer- 
ry, rarely angry, eſpecially where no Cauſe 
has been given. Dr. Turner calls upon him, 
T find, in ſeyeral Places; ſays he is a raſh 
Gentleman, who, fluſhed with the Suc- 
ceſs of his own Cure, and many others, 
would have the World take his bare Word, 
That Crude Mercury will do no Harm, 
Pray how could he ſay upon his bare Word, 


when many others are quoted? But the Of- 
fence 
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fence this Gentleman gives to the Doctor, is 
his breaking Bounds, and going into the 
Phyſicians Paſture, endeavouring to rob 
them of ſuch Patients who want Mercury, 
and are deny'd it: He ſhould have confin d 
himſelf to his own Acquaintance only, 
and not have eyen whiſper'd it farther. He 
quotes the Title Page of the Antidote, 
wherein ?tis ſaid, That the Danger of ta- 
king Crude Mercury, therein aſſerted, (that 
is, in the Treatiſe on Mercury,) was not 
ſupported by Facts, or by Reaſon, (that is, 
by Facts or by Reaſons produced by that 
Author the Antidote was then anſwering. ) 
What Facts therefore Dr. Turner may bring 
to ſhew the Falſity or Incongruity of that 
Title, unleſs he brings them from the Trea- 
fiſe on Mercury, are quite foreign to the 
Purpoſe ; and ſuch a Method of arguing, if 
it be not prevaricating, is as trifling, as where 
he criticiſes upon the Stile, for want of 
knowing the full Meaning of the Expreſ- 
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ſpread the Uſe. of it. I found nothing; in 
this Book to our Purpoſe, that had not been 
remarked by the Antidote: 


To which I next proceed; and ſhall have 
as little to obſerve upon that. The Deſign 
appears to me very commendable: Some 
think he treats the Subject in too ludicrous a 
Manner; but no one, except Dr. Turner, I 
believe, thinks him angry. I have heard 
that the Author is generally known; and 
that he denies it not to any of his Acquain- 
tance. If it be the Perſon named to me, I 
am ſure he 1s generally diſpoſed ro be mer- 
ry, rarely angry, eſpecially where no Cauſe 
has been given. Dr. Turner calls upon him, 
J find, in ſeyeral Places ; ſays he is a raſh 
Gentleman, who, fluſhed with the Suc- 
ceſs of his own Cure, and many others, 
would haye the World take his bare Word, 
That Crude Mercury will do no Harm, 
Pray how could he ſay upon his bare Word, 


when many others are quoted? But the Of- 
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fence this Gentleman gives to the Doctor, is 
his breaking Bounds, and going into the 
Phyſicians Paſture, endeavouring to rob 
them of ſuch Patients who want Mercury, 
and are deny d it: He ſhould have confin d 
himſelf to his own Acquaintance only, 
and not have even whiſper'd it farther. He 
quotes the Title Page of the Antidote, 
wherein ?tis ſaid, That the Danger of ta- 
king Crude Mercury, therein aſſerted, (that 
is, in the Treatiſe on Mercury,) was not 
ſupported by Facts, or by Reaſon, (that is, 
by Facts or by Reaſons produced by that 
Author the Antidote was then anſwering. ) 
What Facts therefore Dr. Turner may bring 
to ſhew the Falſity or Incongruity of that 
Title, unleſs he brings them from the Trea- 
tiſe on Mercury, are quite foreign to the 
Purpoſe ; and ſuch a Method of arguing, if 
it be not prevaricating, is as trifling, as where 
he criticiſes upon the Stile, for want of 
knowing the full Meaning of the Expreſ- 

D ſion, 
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ſion. I will ſay no more of this Author, 
but that I do not think, with Dr. Tus zer, 
that he was in a Dream all the Time he was 
writing ; and if he is fond of any Thing, it 
is Mercury, and not the Generality of re- 
gular Doctors: For which he may have his 
Reaſons. | 


The Encomium is an ingenious Treatiſe, 
and will, I dare ſay, give Pleaſure to all its 
Readers, as it has to me: He indeed re- 
commends the Uſe of Crude Mercury broken, 
and entertains no great Opinion of it ſwal- 
low?d liquid; and in this he agrees with 
Dr. Turner. This Agreement is, however, 
no Security from his Reſentment He ſpoke 
too well of you, therefore it muſt be thought 
he is the Editor of a pyratical Edition of 
your Book; and that it was by way of A- 
tenement for that Injury, and not from any 
real good Opinion of you, he turns Pane- 
gyriſt. What a far- fetch d Thought is this, 

in 
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in order to haye a Fling at both? There is 
no keeping out of the Reach of ſuch an Ene- 
my; the Remarks upon the Doctor's Ani- 
mad verſions on Belloſie being ſo cloſe and 
poĩnted, as to drive him to deny in one 
Book, what he ſays in another, was another 
ſufficient Cauſe with him for Anger. I 
have done with thoſe whom the Doctor op- 
poſes, and will finiſh this Part with obſer- 
ving, That they are by him very civilly, and 
in great good Temper, all call'd either Bi- 
gots, Cavillers, or illiterate Contenders. 
Page 259. 


In my Remarks on the ſeveral Treatiſes, 
I have ſhewn the Manner wherein the Doc- 
tor treats thoſe of a different Opinion from 
himſelf; That he is very teſty, and ſo very 
learned, that there is no reading him out of 
a Phyſician's Library; and ſo nice a Critick, 
as not to paſs by an Error of the Preſs. I 
will proceed to give you a few Remarks up- 

D 2 on 
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on his Diſcous ſe and Hiſtorical Memoirs of 
Quicſſilver, ſeparate from others of the 
contrary Side of the Queſtion ; wherein k 
ſhall confine myſelf to the Intention of his 
Work, without entering into Phyſical Ar- 
guings, to which I am a Stranger; or diſ- 
puting the Solidity of his Judgment upon 
the ſeveral Caſes quoted: His Drift then, I 
ſuſpect, is to baniſh the Uſe of Crude Mer- 
cury, ſwallowed in Subſtance, and to intro- 
duce inſtead thereof the Crude Mercury mi- 
nutely broken; which, was it to be as ge- 
nerally uſed as the former, would ſali vate ſo 
many People, as would ſet that out of Prac- 
tice likewiſe: The Conſequence of which 
would be a Return to the grieyous Labour 
of many incurable Diſeaſes, to cruel Satiya- 
tions, and the nauſeous Contents of Gal- 
lipots and Phyals. In the Proſecution of 
this Deſign, this great Collector of Caſes is 
evidently partial, and diſingenuous, I believe, 


in a Caſe wherein he himſelf was concern'd. 
W hoeyer 


- 


(21) 


Whoever charges a Gentleman with Par- 
tiality, and Want of Sincerity, ſhould ſup- 
port ſo heavy an Accuſation by an eaſy, 
natural Conſtruction of his own Words and 
Actions, or he will be guilty of groſs Scan- 
dal. When therefore I fay, that this great 
Indagator of Mercurial Phenomena was in- 
fluenced by ſomething elſe than a beneyo- 
lent publick Spirit, I muſt make it appear 
ſufficiently plain from his partial Conduct, 
taken from his own Recital thereof. 


T will begin my Remarks with doing him 
Tuſtice, and giving him all the Merit he can 
claim from the firſt and laſt Cate inſerted in 
his Hiſtorical Memoirs. 


The firſt is an Afthmatick, cured in Keut; 
the laſt is Mr. SmalPs Relation of Mr. 
Buoth's Diſſection, which has clear'd away 


all the falſe Surmiſes of Quickſilver having 
killed 
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killed him. /And as theſe are fairly inſerted, 
without any Obſervations of his own to 
byaſs his Readers, were they the only ones, 
or all the reſt ſuch, it would be very unpar- 
donable in me to harbour and to propagate 
any Suſpicions of his Unwillingneſs herein: 
But as I can juſtify my Doubts, even in theſe 
particular Inſtances, by others that are to 
follow, I will obſerve hereon, that the firſt 
comes to him from a Phyſician of Note in 
Canterbury, in Virtue of his publick Ad- 
vertiſements, and could not be omitted with- 
out too great a Hazard of being expos'd. 
The other Mr. Small gives in anſwer to the 
Doctor's Requeſt; and we find by Mr. 
Small's Letter, that the Doctor expected a 
different Account; for he tells him, The 
« Inſide of the Inteſtines was not glaz'd 
« over with the Mercury, (as you had been 
told.) for they were as black as your Hat, 
« and fo rotten, that they would not endure 
ce the leaſt ſtraining, without breaking in 


Pieces.“ 
When 


1 


When a Man enters voluntarily into pub- 
lick Service, and invites all Aſſiſtance there- 
in, it is but reaſonable to ſuppoſe he will 
give cloſe Attention to it, where nothing 
of greater Moment intervenes to draw 
him from it. Accordingly we ſhall ſee him 
very active and induſtrious himſelf, and em- 
ploying other Agents in purſuing his Col lecti- 
on of ſuch Caſes, as have the Appearance of 
condemning the Uſe of Crude Mercury ; and 
ſhewing extravagant Reſentment, when he 
finds his Aim diſappointed by the Patient's 
applauding what he expected them to com- 
plain of: But, on the contrary, exceeding 
indolent, indifferent, and remiſs, in admit- 
ting ſuch Informations as by Succeſs recom- 
mend the Uſe of it; for Evidence hereof, in 
Page 206. we ſee a very civil courteous Let- 
ter from Mr. Groſvenor to the Doctor, tel- 
ling him, he had ſomething to acquaint him 
with of the good Effects of Quickfilyer, de- 

| firing 
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firing a Meeting that Evening at the Caſtle- 
Tavern, Fleet-Street; that he was the next 
Day obliged to go out of Town in the 
Morning, otherwiſe he would have waited 
on him. The Doctor to this ſent a verbal 
Anſwer, that how fond ſceyer he might be 
thought of Quickſilver Intelligence, he did 
not think it worth his while to go ſo far 
from Home; but if the Caſe was communi- 
cated to him by Letter, or otherwiſe, he 
would take it kindly : A ſtrong Indication of 
his not being very fond of Intelligence on 
this Side of the Queſtion, when compared 
with his Behaviour on the other Side, by 
which we may explain likewiſe his taking it 
kindly, that if *twas ſent, he could not re- 
fuſe admitting it. The Gentleman, who 
could haye no private Intereſt to influence 
him, was ſo good-humour'd, and ſuch a 
Friend to the publick Cauſe, that, notwith- 
ſtanding that cold Anſwer, he put off kis 
Journey, waited on the DoQtor the next 
Day, 
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Day, and convinced him of having found a 
great Cure, as you may ſee related. The 
Dodeor, who poſlibly might have particular 
Views of his own, behay?d, I think, a little 
pettiſhly to a Gentleman who was contribu- 
ting to the Deſign he had publiſhed ; and to 
take away, to the utmoſt of his Power, the 
Credit of this Cure, he immediately tacks 
thereto another nameleſs Patient of his own, 
to whom he adminiſter'd the ſame Remedy 
without Succeſs. Whereupon we have the 
Converſation of the Patient with the Doc- 
tor, and the Reaſonings thereon, concluded 
with a Cure effected by his Pills; which 
teaches us no more than this, That Mercury” 
minutely ground, is to be preferred in yene- 
real Cafes to that in Subſtance. 


E We 
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We now come to ſee a few Inſtances of 


his great Induſtry and Application on the 
other Side of the Queſtion. 


The very next Caſe, of a poor Woman 
from Weſtminſter, ſhews us a little : She came 
to the Doctor, made known her Malady, and 
from whence ſhe thought it to ariſe. He 

agrees in Opinion with this good Old Wo. 
| man; and imagining ſomething offer'd to his 
Purpoſe, takes Care to eure her, and offer'd to 
attend her at Home upon Occaſion, ſaying, 
Page. 212. That as he had engaged in the 
Enquiry, in purſuit of the ſame he would 
not ſcruple making her a Viſit, although 
two or three Miles from Home, for his own 
Satisfaction, as well as hers. He inſiſted up- 
on her coming to him when well, which ſhe 


cowply'd with. At that Interview the Doc- 


tor 
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tor would haye had her try Mercury again. 
She refus'd; ſaying, That as ſhe wholly at- 
tributed her late IIlneſs to Quickſilver, and 
her Cure next, under God, to the Doctor, it 
would be tempting Almighty God to take 
away her Life, Wherein the Doctor again 
agrees with the good Old Woman. ; 


Does not this explain the Meaning of his 
great Outcry againſt People ſor not ſupply- 
ing him more largely? Which is ſeen in ſe» 
veral Places; and his happy Ingenuity in 
finding out Reaſons for this Back wardneſs; 
ſome from a fond weak Conſideration of de- 
parted Friends, and others to hide their Folly 
for being Dabblers. And does it not ſhew 
what ſort of Caſes he ſought after, and en- 


couraged ? 
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Mr. Grofvenor has ſomething to commu- 
nicate in Fayour of Mercury: The Doctor 
i not fond of ſecing him ; he will not take 
2 Journey from Batſon s to Fleet-Street up- 
on ſuch an Errand : A Woman complains of 
Hurt from Mercury ; ; he is willing to travel 
two or three Miles for an Inſight. I ſhould 
have thought this was owing purely to a 
charitable Diſpoſition, the Woman being 
poor; but he himſelf ſays, it was in purſuit 
of his N and for his c own Satisfac- 


tion. 


In farther Confirmation of an aſſiduous Ap- 
plication always on the ſame Side, we find him, 
as he expreſſes himſelf, gaining Knowledge 
by a kind of Stealth, and picking up pub- 
lick random Converſations, and tracing them 

vPt to the Fountain. Head. In ſome Inſtances, 
e Page 
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Page 245. he goes himſelf; and in another, 
Page 246. he ſends an Apothecary to a 
Gentleman, who, he heard, had in Com- 
pany complained of yoiding Blood by Urine, 
upon taking Crude Mercury. The Iſſue of 


theſe Enquiries, and ſome others, not an- 


ſwering what he expected from his Entelli- 
gence, betrays him into ſome very paſſio- 
nate Expreſſions. | 


It is with great Regret, ſays he, I for- 
bear mentioning the Name of one, and expo- 


Jing him for à Knave or a Fool. 


In Page 152. he concludes his Narrative 


of a Salivation raiſed by Crude Mercuty, in 


theſe Words; © How this may terminate, 
« as it is, I cannot ſay, being ſtill daily im- 
8 proving.” He ſays he was called to this 
Patient at the Time when of penning his 
ON 9 | Sheets, 
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Sheets, which probably may have been in 
April; his Letter is dated the 24th of June; 
and this Account is in a Poſtſcript, which 
muſt- be underſtood to be after the Letter. 
Could he ſay at that Time it was not termi- 
nated, but daily improving? Or did he not 
then know the Succeſs of an Affair under his 
own Cognizance, I believe, at leaſt two 
Months previous to this Date? Dates to 
Writings are of no Uſe, if ſuch References 


are not to be made to them. 


When the Doctor's Sincerity and Impar- 
tiality is weigh'd by this Scale, my Accuſa- 
tion will, I believe, be thought to be made 
good; and when we recolle& how he re- 
. buked another Writer for expecting his bare 
Word to paſs in an Opinion grounded upon 
his own Caſe, and many others, he cannot, 


without great Preſumption; ask for ſuch a 
| , Condeſcention 
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Condeſcention in the Publick, as abſolutely 
to rely upon thoſe Caſes being fairly ſtated, 
and juftly concluded, where we have only 
his bare Word; nor that any Attention 
ſhould be given to the many 1dle Stories of 
certain nameleſs Doctors, giving Opinions 
againſt Mercury in certain nameleſs Inſtan- 
ces; nor yet of many nameleſs ſuffering Pa- 
tients condemning themſelves. Have we 
not from the whole Proſpect, as good Rea- 


ſon and Authority to ſuppoſe hunſelf to be 
the Author of the Letter without a Name, 
wherein the Writer calls himſelf Fool for 
dabbling, as he has to make the Eucomium to 
be wrote by the pyratical Editor of your. 
Legacy. Be the Letter-Writer whoever he 
wilt, he may aſſure himſelf that there are 
many others no wiſer than he is, whgrely 
as ſtrongly on Phyſicians as he could on Mere 


cury, 


„„ 
3 

cury, and many of them as much diſap- 
pointed in their Expectations, leaving be- 
mind them, after their Death, (occaſioned by 
a Quid pro Quo, or what may be thought 
an unjuſtifiable Warrant,)-a Sudject for a 
eſting Converſation between their Phyſi- 


cians, as may be feen, Page 134. 


It may not be improper to remark upon 
the two Cafes of an Eryſipelas, being occa- 
ſioned by taking Crude Mercury; though 
what I adyance comes without a Name: Yet 
as his are alike circumſtanced, it will be en- 
titled at leaſt to equal Credit, and may ſerve 
to make him ftill more doubtful in aſeribing 


that Malady to Mercury. 


Ar intimate Acquaintance of mine, about 
four Years ago, was ſeized with a violent 


Tryſipelas in the Face and Head. It is 2 
Diſtemper 


at 


. 
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Diſtem per that often returns after the com- 


mon preſeribed Remedies. He had ſuch as 


he judged the beſt Advice in London for a 


Year and half, without clearing himſelf till 


he became a Mercurialiſt; and thereby * 
the deſired Succeſs. 


I ſhall now only refer you to the Infe- 
rences he draws from his Work, which ſhew 
him greatly in Doubts about the Efficacy of 
Crude Mercury, and the Manner of its Ope- 
ration. And without getting another Eye, 


I fear he will continue in the Dark. 


It appears plain from moſt Parts of his, 


Book, that he prefers, almo ſt in all Caſes 
the Mereury minutely broken to that in 


Subftance, and has ſo much to ſay in fa vour 
of his Opinion, that I cannot contradict him; 


and I ſhould not be ſorry, but very glad to 
F ſee 
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ſee all the ingenious Profeſſors of Phyſick 
freely come into that Practice, uſing the ne- 
ceſſary Cautions to prevent its receiving Diſ- 
couragement from the ill Conſequences of 
frequent Salivations; and at the ſame Time 
deſiſt from that very ſuſpicious Proceeding, 
of endeavouring to deter all ſuch from the 
Uſe of Crude Mercury in Subſtance, whoſe 
Circumſtances, in reſpect either to Fortune, 
Buſineſs, or Diſtance from watchful Aſſiſ- 
tance, may make them prefer it to the other, 
as too hazardous, 


Thus I Have gone through in giving you 
my Remarks on the Doctor's Book; wherein 
I have limited myſelf to his Method of 
treating his Opponents, and to the explain- 
ing thoſe Parts which made me think it a 
partial Enquiry. 


His 
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His hiſtorical Facts and Reaſonings may 


be a proper Subject for others to animadvert 
on; not for me, who have no Pretence to 
Knowledge in Phyſick, more than comes to 


my Share, from ſometimes having been a 
Patient, and inquiſitive after my own Com- 
plaints. 


If you have any Thoughts of publiſhing 
this haſty Sketch, it will behove you to pe- 
ruſe it carefully, to compare it with the Doc- 
tor's Book, and to ſee that I have not miſ- 
quoted or mitunderſtood him; Er ic is you 
who muſt anſwer for the Offence in ſending 
it abroad, if it gives any. 


I am ſenſible I have taken great Freedoms 
with the Author, whoſe Name even was 3 
Stranger to me, till his publick Advertiſe- 

ments, 


ly from of of your Friends. 
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ments. Theſe Liberties are owing to an Ap. 


 prehenfion of his having partial Views 
which, if true, need no Apology. 


I do reafly hope that I am miſtaken ; and 
in that Hope, if F did not conceive it to. be 
Matter of high Importance to encourage” the 
Uſe of Crude Mercury, I ſhould abfotutely 
enjoin you to burn this long Letter, after you 


had taken the Trouble of preg ict, 


It is cufficient that you, and 2 you, | 
judge from whom this comes. It is aſſured- 


To Dr. DOVER. 


N 


— 


